REMARKS 



In response to the Office Action mailed September 6, 2005, applicant respectfully 
requests reconsideration of the rejections based on the combination of references Brown 
(2,363,639) and Jones (3,449,778). The Examiner has rejected Claims 1-8, 10-28, and 44-50 
based primarily on the Brown and Jones combination. 

With respect to the Brown patent, the Examiner states that Brown discloses stitching of a 
covered belt to a cover. The Examiner acknowledges that Brown does not disclose stitching of 
the belt by bar tacks adjacent the belt openings. The Examiner relies upon the Jones reference 
for such teaching. 

However, the Brown reference specifically teaches that the stitching of the belt to the 
cover is to be at the center of the back section of the cover, not near the openings. In column 2, 
lines 40-49, Brown specifically states that, "It is important to the proper operation of my vest that 
this drawstring or tape be secured at this point only . . Furthermore, with regard to Jones, 
Applicant notes that the bar tack stitching is simply to secure one nylon belt portion to another 
nylon belt portion within the foam. Nowhere is the belt portion stitched to the cover. This is 
shown in the drawings and clarified in the text of column 3, lines 37-40 and 63-67. Therefore, 
not only is Jones not combinable with Brown due to the teaching away within the Brown 
reference of such a combination, but Jones does not disclose stitching to the cover, adjacent the 
cover opening or otherwise. Therefore, applicant respectfully requests reconsideration of the 
rejections in the Office Action dated September 6, 2005 and requests that the case be passed to 
allowance and issuance. 
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Applicant thanks the Examiner for the brief telephone conference wherein the Brown and 
Jones references were discussed in a manner consistent with the aremarks set forth above. 



Respectfully submitted. 



Black Lowe & Graham'^^^ 
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